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infectious disease or if they have been recently in contact with a person so
suffering or if they are in such a condition that there is a danger of trans-
mitting any disease. Extensive powers are given to Medical Officers of
Health to prohibit the sale of milk or employment of any person where
infectious disease is caused or is likely to be caused through the milk supply.
Before commencing milking operations, ALL MILKERS SHOULD WASH
THEIR  HANDS  THOROUGHLY  WITH  SOAP AND  WATER.     A  little  hypOchlorite
solution added to the washing water will be found useful. It is also very
desirable that milkers should re-wash their hands between the milking of
separate animals. The provision of a clean towel is important. THE
IMPORTANCE OF MILKERS BEING HEALTHY AND SCRUPULOUSLY CLEAN
CANNOT BE OVER-ESTIMATED.
Clean white overalls should be provided for each milker. This enables
dirt to be easily seen on the white cloth, and furthermore fosters a highly
desirable spirit of cleanliness among workers. The use of a clean milking
cap is also essential. Many farmers complain that they experience great
difficulty with their farm hands, who either refuse or consistently neglect to
carry out the simplest rules of personal cleanliness. In such cases it is
suggested that continual instruction on the part of the farmer will eventually
result in the education of the milker and secure his keen co-operation in
efforts for the production of clean milk. On farms where the farmer has
taken some little trouble with his cowmen and milkers, results have been
very gratifying and have amply repaid any time spent in this connection.
In any case the production of milk is of such importance as to necessitate
continual personal supervision by the farmer himself, and in no case should
this work be left entirely to farm hands.
The Mflking Stool
The condition of the milking stool is frequently neglected, indeed in
many cases it can only be described as filthy, its permanent resting-place
appearing to be the dung heap. MILKING STOOLS SHOULD BE WASHED
AND SCRUBBED REGULARLY as, during milking operations, any dirt which
may lodge on them is readily transferred to the milk.
Method of Milking
ONE OF THE PRIME ESSENTIALS OF CLEAN MILK PRODUCTION IS THAT
MILKING MUST BE DRY-HANDED. THE ABOMINABLE AND FILTHY PRACTICE
OF WET MILKING CANNOT BE TOO STRONGLY CONDEMNED. The Statement
that dry-handed milking results in sore teats is incorrect and is not borne out
in practice.
It is very important that the first stream of milk from each teat should be
discarded, as a number of bacteria always find their way some distance up
the teat opening, being removed with the first flow of milk. A strip-cup
should be used for the collection of this rejected milk so that any abnor-
mality may be detected. If the first stream of milk is rejected, a marked
improvement in the cleanliness of the remainder of the milk will result.
The Milking Pail
The type of milking pail used is of considerable importance. Seamless
pails should always be employed. THE COVERED TYPE OF FAIL is OF MUCH
GREATER   VALUE   THAN   THE   ORDINARY   OPEN  BUCKET.     The   object   of   the